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Introduction
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Pathogenic Escherichia coli causes significant morbidity and mortality worldwide [1] [2] [3] . Reported 
75
E. coli has been reported as an aetiological agent of diarrhoea in both the northern and south-76 western parts of Nigeria [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] . In a study that detected E. coli in 119 (44.74%) of 270 diarrhoeal 77 stool samples in Enugu and Onitsha cities, south-eastern Nigeria [13] , enterotoxigenic E. coli 78 (ETEC) was reported as the second most prevalent pathotype (21.57%) after enteropathogenic E. and October) over 3 year sampling regime (1996 to 1998), [4] reported that enteropathogenic E. 82 coli (EPEC) was detected in 9 (1.8%) of 500 stool samples, whereas no enteric bacterial pathogen 83 was isolated from the fruits and vegetables. There appears to be no reports on ETEC prevalence in 84 humans and on irrigated vegetables in Nsukka. 
Antibiotic susceptibility testing
178
Isolates were subjected to antibiotic susceptibility testing using the Kirby-Bauer disc 
195
Detection of integrons
196
The isolates were screened for class 1, 2 and 3 integrons by a multiplex PCR procedure as were confirmed by PCR amplification of the β-glucuronidase uidA gene (Fig 1) streptomycin (37.1%), as these antibiotics are commonly used in the studied communities (Table   241 2). Cefuroxime (30µg) β-Lactam (Cephalosporins) CXM 2 (4.9) 2 (4.4) 2 (3.6) 4 (11.1) 10 (5.6) 18
Imipenem (10µg) 
